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respect it agrees with yttria ; but it is about five times
more soluble in carbonate of ammonia than that earth.

It combines with all the acids, and forms wifli them
sweet-tasted salts*, as is the case also with yttria.

Mr Davy tried to decompose glucina by the same Compos!-*
means as have been related in the first section of this
Chapter with respect to alumina. The effect was the
same. We have reason therefore to believe that it is a
metallic peroxide. Mr Davy proposes to call its base
glucium.

SECT. IV.

OF   ZIRCONIA.

AMONG the precious stones which come from the island History,
of Ceylon, there is one called jargon or xircori) which is
possessed of the following properties.

Its colour is various ; grey, greenish-white, yellow-
ish, reddish-brown, and violet.. It is often crystallized,
either in right angular quadrangular prisms surmount-
ed with pyramids, or octahedrons consisting of double
quadrangular pyramids. It has generally a good deal
of lustre, at least internally. It is mostly semi transpa-
rent. Its hardness is from 10 to 16: Its specific gra-
vity from 4*416 to 4*7 f.

It loses scarcely any of its weight in a melting heat ;

* Hence the name glnclna^ from
f Kirwan's Miner, i. 333.,